
Kingdom Report 
 

www.kingdomvision.co.za 

 

Week of 6 August 2022 

 

Long Term Growth Strategy: Family & Community 
 

For the Kingdom of God to grow and fill the earth we need a long term growth 

vehicle.  The Amish in America and Solidarity/Afriforum in South Africa show a way 

forward for the Church to create new platforms to implement the Kingdom agenda on 

earth. 

 

Let me first point out two news items from America recently that highlight a problem 

we as evangelicals are facing as to our actual impact on the world around us. 

 

Point 1 

In Seattle there is a fine Christian University called Seattle Pacific University.  It is 

known in Seattle as a conservative evangelical institution. The school's Lifestyle 

Expectations statement for students bans premarital sex, extramarital affairs, couples 

living together outside of marriage and all homosexual activities. The school also 

does not permit students to smoke or drink on or off campus. 

 

Recently the student body had a mass 3 week sit-in refusing classes and holding 

protests objecting to the University policy on LGBTQ+ issues.  Reminder:  These 

students are what we would call born again evangelicals.  At the recent graduation 

ceremony the senior class going up to receive their diplomas, instead of shaking the 

hand of the university president each handed him a "Gay Pride" flag. 

 

Point 2 

This last Tuesday there was primary voting season in America for the coming 2022 

midterm elections in November.   In a number of states there were ballot initiatives 

for voters to vote yes or no on. In the very conservative Republican state of Kansas 

the voters were asked to vote on abortion rights. A very controversial vote after the 

Supreme Court reversed the Roe vrs Wade national abortion mandate and said each 

state can decide for themselves.  So Kansas voted yes or no to abortion.  Here is the 

Wednesday morning news headlines: 

"Kansans vote to uphold abortion rights in their state" 
 

Keep in mind that this is the home for the last 40 years of the "Kansas City Prophets" 

movement, the 40 years of round the clock spiritual warfare at Mike Bickle's Kansas 

International House of Prayer. 

 

The vote was not even close.  The vote to continue to allow mothers to kill their 

babies was 63% for and 37% against. 

 

My point: You can expect pro-abortion and homosexual lifestyle culture in California 

and the University of California. The cultural war in America whereby evangelical 



Christians hope to maintain traditional Christian values is lost in conservative middle 

America and it is lost in the evangelical youth of America.  

 

This is not a new phenomenon in history.  When it was time for Israelites to leave 

Babylon with the blessing and financial support of the rulers of Babylon and go back 

to their Promised Land and rebuild Jerusalem.....the vast majority said no thanks we 

like it just fine here in Babylon. 

 

I can give you a lot more statistics from the Barna Group in America of how few 

American Christians who call themselves "evangelical" or "born again" actually still 

believe in the foundation truths of our faith. 

 

My point:  This is not just true of America, it is true where ever the Western Neo-

Liberal Finance Capital culture is predominant. It is a culture that literally destroys the 

very future of a nation state.  It destroys the birthrate...all these countries are below 

replacement births.  It destroys economies from hyper-debt creation; It destroys the 

environment with massive irreplaceable resource extraction; it destroys family 

formation and prioritizes corporate formation; it destroys cultural morality with 

narcissistic humanism.  

 

We are losing the next generation to cultural Babylon. The Sunday morning meeting 

church expression is not up to the task of stopping the encroaching cultural 

degradation. We see it here in South Africa with one of the highest percentages of 

confessing Christians in the world but a world leader in crime, corruption, poverty, 

community dysfunction.  At this rate there is no long term future for South Africa. 

 

What to do?  I make this an issue because if there are any people groups in the world 

that ought to have a timeline strategy that is longer than end of the month paycheque 

or next quarter's sales figures it should be the Christian community....we have been 

here 2000 years.  Should we not be planning on how are we going to make it through  

say the next 40 years? 

 

Let me give you an example of a Church group that has a very log term thrive and 

survive cultural Babylon strategy:  The American Amish. 

 
 



The Amish community in a America has a 100 year history of doubling every 20 

years. 

Growth Trends, 2000-2022. The North American Amish population grew by an 

estimated 195,710 since 2000, increasing from approximately 177,910 in 2000 to 

373,620 in 2022, an increase of 110 percent. The Amish population doubles about 

every 20 years. Since 2000, the number of districts has grown from 1,335 to 2,827, an 

increase of 1,492 districts. The same period saw a net gain of 303 settlements, 

including settlements in six new states (Colorado, Nebraska, New Mexico, South 

Dakota, Vermont, and Wyoming) and three new provinces (Manitoba, New 

Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island). 

Reasons for Population Growth. The primary forces driving the growth are sizable 

nuclear families (five or more children on average) and an average retention rate 

(Amish children who join the church as young adults) of 85 percent or more. A few 

outsiders have joined the Amish, but the growth is almost entirely from within the 

Amish community. 

Here is why this is important as a Church growth model: 

The best kind of growth is family growth.  The best kind of long lasting discipleship 

is family discipleship.  The average Amish family has 5 children. And most 

importantly each of those children have the choice to leave the very strict cultural life 

of an Amish community and go to a land of internet, IPhones, mass entertainment. 

Instead 85% decide to join the community.  And by the way, autism is almost 

unknown in Amish children. 

 

How do they manage this? It is almost impossible for average middle class people 

today to think of 5 children.  The cost is totally prohibitive. The Amish manage to do 

it through extensive close community support systems.  Young people marry young. 

they get a home built by the community, they have guaranteed employment in the 

community and they live a life debt free.  They do their own education, security, 

business investment, retirement security, health care.  All of this only possible 

through strong communities.  They recently started using PV panels when they 

decided that is consistent with their culture ethic of non-dependence on the outside 

world. 

 

At current growth rates the Amish will be 10 million in the beginning of the next 

century.  The current projection for Japan's population decline is that in 300 years 

there will be 300 Japanese.  In 300 years there will be 10 billion Amish. 

 

The only other community equivalent here in South Africa is the Solidarity/Afriforum 

group who are working towards the future growth and prosperity of the Afrikaner 

people in South Africa to maintain their traditional Christian values as a cultural 

heritage.  Solidarity the trade union side has 190,000 members and Afriforum have 

300,000 members.  If you go their website they are involved on behalf of their 

community in everything from labour protection, education, schools, technicons, 

university, TV, banking, insurance, business development, community protection, 

social projects, cultural development, law suits to protect their community, political 

activism etc.  They are now helping other South African ethnic communities to form 

similar structures to protect their cultural identities. 



 

What is the strategic issue here? 

 

There is a wide gap between the individual and their family and the government.  The 

only organizational structure of size between family and government is the 

corporation.  Our problem is that we can no longer look to either government or the 

corporate sector to protect or support family growth. 

 

The traditional local neighbourhood church does not have the size or resources to step 

into the yawning gap of families in trouble.  Each local church are themselves fighting 

for survival. 

 

The center of God's Kingdom growth plan, it's core building block is the family! 

 

The individual needs a family to thrive and grow and the family needs a community 

to thrive and grow.  In our national tradition of a bygone era you could trust a 

functional government and close knit local community to be a support system for the 

family.  This is no longer the case. 

 

The family unit is under attack and fighting for survival.      

 

As a church we need to find a new kind of organizational platform that will create the 

kind of community that can support families in the way that the Amish community 

supports their families and the Afrikaner Afriforum group supports their Afrikaner 

group. 

 

This does not mean replacing the traditional local church.  The ministry of the pastor, 

teacher, evangelist, prophet, apostle needs the church platform to function and grow 

the church. 

 

My dream is that the churches or Christians of South Africa find a way to come 

together to create community platforms that will be a "storehouse" of skills and 

resources that can be brought together to support our families for family growth and 

create a dominant effective and beautiful Christian culture in all our national cultures 

and thereby effectively solve our national problems that our government and 

corporations are not able to solve. 

 

We need at least 5-10 other Christian community platforms in the country doing what 

Afriforum is doing so that through the growth of Christian families in 40  years time  

there are millions of Christian families of all races that own and control this 

wonderful land.  

 

Two points about the community structures: 

 

1) Leadership:  In the history of Israel there was a clear distinction between prophetic 

leaders and creative community leaders. 

Moses the great prophet did his job and then it came time for Joshua to organize a 

new nation. 

Samuel was a great prophet but it was David who had the anointing to build a new 

nation 



Ezekiel and Daniel were great prophets in Babylon but when it came time to lead the 

people out of Babylon it was Zerubbabel. 

Ezra was an inspiring priest/teacher of the Word but when it came time to build 

Jerusalem Nehemiah was the governor who organized the new nation. 

 

To create the new broad based community structures we need to heal our land it will 

not be pastors, prophets or apostles.  It will be anointed men and women out of the 

business, educational, farming, factory and financial world. 

 

2) The New Community Structures:  I know people start thinking about TV shows 

like "Handmaids Tale" or Jonestown or other misplaced visionary Utopias.  That is 

not what we are talking about here.  I do not see a theocratic authoritarian South 

Africa. What I do see is a voluntary community that says within our community these 

are the rules and the norms we live by.  In the world system they have their norms and 

laws and as law abiding citizens we pay our taxes and keep the laws.  The Amish have 

a rule called "shunning".  It means that in our "ecosystem" this is how we conduct our 

lives, our business, our finances our culture.  If you misbehave you have a choice, 

change or be "shunned" by the community.   Meaning we do not need police or 

prisons for members of the community who break the rules...they lose their right of 

participation in the benefits and privileges of community life. 

 

This point is critical.  We need to do what Nehemiah did....build a wall around 

Jerusalem and he said the laws that Ezra taught you, those are the laws that apply 

inside these walls.  Outside this community it is the laws of the Medo-Persian empire 

of which we are a part of. 

 

This is how you build "New Jerusalem's"  This is what Revelation 21&22 are all 

about.  A community of people who have created a sacred space in a dying world 

from which living water flows to heal the nation or the city where it is built.  A place 

that is the Tabernacle of God on earth.  A city on a hill that is a lighthouse in a dark 

world. 

 

This is how we build up our families and disciple our children to grow and possess the 

land for a long term inheritance.    

 


